Saint Aloysius Catholic Church

A Discipleship Parish
March 8, 2026... Third Sunday of Lent
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Dear brothers and sisters in Chnist Jesus,

With hearts full of gratitude, 1 thank you for your pres-
ence, prayers, and participation in our recent Lenten Par-
ish Mission. Your openness to God’s Word, your willing-
ness to retlect deeply, and your spirit of fellowship made
these days a true blessing for our parish families. This
mission was not just an event, it was a shared journey of
faith, renewal, and preparation for the joy of Easter. Your
generosity of time, talent. and hospitality, from welcom-
ing guests to lifting voices in prayer, reflected the love of
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Christ in a beautiful way. It was a time to think different-
ly about our faith and prayer. May the seeds planted dur-
ing this mission continue to grow in our hearts. drawing
us ever closer to the Lord during this holy season of Lent
and beyond. Be assured of my prayers for you and your
loved ones.

We are assembled here in the Church to drink the wa-
ter of eternal life and salvation. Washed in it at Baptism,
renewed by its abundance at each Eucharist, invited to it
in every proclamation of the Word, and daily empowered
by the anointing of the Holy Spirit, we are challenged by
today’s Gospel to remain thirsty for the living wa-

ter, which only Jesus can give.

The first reading describes how God provided water to
the ungrateful complainers of Isracl, God reminds us that
our hard hearts need to be softened by Him through our
gracc-prompted, grace-assisted prayer, fasting and works
of mercy which enable us to receive the living water of
the Holy Spirit, salvation, and eternal life from the Rock
of our salvation. In the Gospel, an unclean, Samaritan
woman is given an opportunity to receive the living wa-
ter. Jesus awakened in the woman at the well a thirst for
the wholeness and integrity which she had lost, a thirst
which he had come to satisfy. So, we need the grace of
Jesus Christ for eternal life because Jesus IS that life-
giving water.

Brothers and sisters, we need to allow Jesus free entry
into our personal lives. Jesus wishes to come into our
“private” life, not to embarrass us, not to judge or con-
demn us, but to frec us, to change us, and to offer us what
we really need: the living water of the Holy Spirit. Let us
find this /iving waterin the Sacraments, in prayer, and in
the Holy Bible, especially during this Lenten season. We
need to be witnesses to Jesus as the Samaritan woman
was. Let us have the courage to “be” Jesus for others,
especially in those “unexpected” places for “unwanted”™
people. Let us also have the courage of our Christian con-
victions to stand for truth and justice in our day-to-day
life.

Today’s Gospel message challenges us to get rid of our
unholy attachments and the evil habits and sinful addic-
tions that keep us enslaved and idolatrous. Lent is our
time to learn from our mistakes of over-indulgence in
tood, drink, drugs, gambling, promiscuity, or any other
addiction that distances us from Jesus our savior.

Fr. George Nellikunnel, Pastor
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Lent is a scason of prayer, fasting, and charitable deeds. It is a time of preparation to
celebrate the resurrection of our Lord at Easter. During Lent, our students will learn
several ways to become closer to Jesus by our service to others, by our prayer
(Stations of the Cross), and by our fasting.

All Aboard with Grandma and Grandpa! On Friday, March 13th we will celebrate
Grandparent’s Day at St. Aloysius! The day will begin with mass at 8:20am.
Grandparents and students can then come over to the school to visit ports of call, take
a photo, browse the Book Fair, view student projects, and visit classrooms.

All-school Mass will be Tuesday, March 10 at 8:20am. All are welcome!

Registration for the 2026-2027 is open! Thank you to all who have completed
registration for the 2026-2027 school year. New student registration began last week
Thank you for your commitment and support! If you know anyonc interested in enrol-
ling, be call the school office (217-544-4553) and tours arc available.

Come see how you can be a part of the St. Aloysius Family! Call to schedule a tour
of the school, meet the teachers, and see all the wonder(ul opportunities we have to
offer your student!

Congratulations to St. Aloysius alums Scth Monk and Aidan Wheatley on their excel-
lent accomplishments at SHG! They were both named.2026 Illinois State Scholars.

Thank you to all the voluntcers for making Bingo a great success! The program
needs a few, steady workers. I know that this will ensure the continued success of this
most important fundraising event. Don’t forget to join us for Bingo at Caritas Hall,
909 E Converse, Saturday, March 14 at 11:45am for Early Bird, other games begin at
noon. Play bingo during our times, help make this a fun and profitable activity for St.
Aloysius School! Please consider volunteering. Volunteers are needed! You can text
or call Rhonda (217) 670-4458. Thank you for your support.

Applications arc now being accepted for the Springficld Diocesan Council of Catholic
Women (SDCCW) 2026 High School Girl Graduate Scholarship!
Are you a practicing Catholic girl who is graduating from the 12th
grade? If you attend a private or public school or are home
schooled, you are eligible to apply! The SDCCW is pleased to
award a 52,000 scholarship to 4 Catholic high school girls who arc
graduating. This money should be used to further your education in
either a community college or university, technical/trade/vocational
school, or other non-traditional option. Three required documents (application, essay.,
and lctter of recommendation) must be received by April [5th and sent to Rita Devore,
1006 Shenandoah Avenue, Effingham, IL 62401. In addition, the application must be
signed by your pastor. Application are at available at the parish office. or online at
d10.0rg/2026/02/2026-SDCCW-H-S-Girl-Scholarship-Letter-to-Graduate. pdf .

Families and Children Welcome! “Let the children come to me and do not pre-
vent them; for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.” - Luke
. 18:16 Families and children are always welcome at Mass at St. Alo-
our gith ety ysius. While we strive for a reverent liturgy, we appreciate children
@@. .« /o of all ages worshiping with us - they arc the future of the Church.
T 'I‘ T s l!\ We warmly welcome large families, new familics. new babics and
- new baptisms. Parents: If your child nceds a break or if it makes you
more comfortable, the cry room and vestibule are available.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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— Parish Data —

PARISH CALENDAR

Weekly Offering

March 8 7:00am Morning Mass Week 32 February 15 | Total to Date
March8 11:00am Morning Mass
March 10 8:20am All School Mass Weekly Offertory 8,833.00 $231,121.52
March 11 7:00am Morning Mass
March 11 9:00am Legion of Mary Shepherd one Student | $590.00 $12,742.00
March 12 7:00am Morning Mass
March 12 5:00pm Finance Council § Building Fund $1,000.00 $28,468.00
March 12 6:00pm School Board
March 13  7:00am Adoration Binao
March 13 8:20am Morning Mass (Grandparents Day) g
March 13 3:00pm Benediction The budgeted amount is the minimal required to maintain services, em-
March 13-15 Stalk Weekend [ ployee benefits. utilities. and maintenance at current levels and  provide
y o ..y § for debt payment. unbudgeted repairs or improvements for the Parish.
March 14  8:30am Street M"“Stry (St- Cab"nl) Wecekly Offerings budget for the month of February is $40,000.00. We
March 14 11:45am Bingo have received 61% of needed funding to meet essentials.
March 14 3:30pm Ct?nfessmn Parish Community Tithe
March 14 4:00pm Evening Mass
March 15 7:00am Morning Mass As you have read in the Catholic Times, the Annual Catholic Ser-
March 15 11:00 . vices Appeal has been discontinued. The diocese will be assessing
arG =uvam Morning Mass | ; parishes on a monthly basis, based on 10% of its income each
March 17 8:20am All School Mass § month to provide the needs of our diocesan church. Please consid-
March 18 7:00am Morning Mass | <" increasing your giving to the parish by the amount you previ-
) . ously gave to ACSA, so that we can handle this new monthly, pay-
March 18  9:00am Legion of Mary | we-go obligation. January Tithe - $2,815.00
EE e 2ime e o A BN Bt S e S S A R >
D A d Defici
Sat 4:00pm Sun7:00am | Sun11:00am | Total |Unpaid Diocesan Liabilities
Paid
64 49 91 204 Amount owed $209,997.03
(February 25, 2026) e

Parish Ministry Schedule - March 14-15

Saturday 4:00pm Sunday 7:00am Sunday 11:00am
Cantor
Lector |Matt Noonan Pam Tipps Pam Brown
E.M. Matt Noonan, Serena Nurton  Erin Rachford, Pam Tipps =~ Pam Brown, Sherry Daniels
Harvey Schrenk Earl Schroeder Sharon Jones, John Mehlick
Servers |Rachel Schrenk Earl Schroeder Brayden and Jayden Blakley

In charity, please remember in your prayers... 2024... Steven Young Patricia Durako, Regina
Rakers, Sandra Scott, David Daniels, Halfred Hildebrand, Jr., Joseph Perkinton,
Charles Bedolli, Samuel and Bonnie Falzone, James Selinger, Tom Stevens, Frank
Tucker James Bartlett. 2025... Larry Forbes, Marilyn Gustafson, Kenna Diaz, Kay
Morrow, Judith Guinn, William Bredemeyer, Annette Raffa, David Jones, Judith
Bregowy, August Egger, Patricia Cox, Rita Smarjesse. 2026... Caroline Dietrich,
Judy Tucker, George Ann Madison, and Norma Capranica.
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Parish Bulletin Board

We have began our forty day journey through the sacred desert of Lent. Lenten
Regulations 1.Abstinence - Everyone 14 years of age and over is bound to abstain
from meat on Ash Wednesday and all the Fridays of Lent. 2.Fast - Everyone 18 years
of age and under 59 is required to fast on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday. On these
two days of fast and abstinence, only one full meatless meal is permitted. Two other
meatless meals, sufficient to maintain strength may be taken according to each per-
son’s needs, but together these two should not equal another full meal. Eating between
meals is not permitted, but liquids (including milk and fruit juices) are allowed.
(Persons with health concerns may adjust within the spirit of the fast). 3.To disregard
completely the law of fast and abstinence is seriously sinful.

Please note... Friday, March 13 daily Mass will be 8:20am (Grandparents Day
Mass). Adoration/Benediction will be from will be from 7:00am —3:00pm. There will
be no Stations of the Cross and 6:00pm evening Mass.

Reconciliation during Lent... As a reminder, confession is every Saturday from
3:30 - 4:00pm. Our area penance service is being hosted at St. Cabrini on Sunday,
March 22 at 2:00pm.

The Diocesan collection for Catholic Relief Services will be next weekend
(March 14-15).This collection brings Christ’s love to victims and provides aid for peo-
ple affected by war, natural disasters and exploitation here in the United States and
abroad. There is an envelope in your March/April packet. Thank you for your generos-

ity.

What is KOINONIA? “Koinonia” is a Greek word for community. Koinonia is an
adult Catholic retreat and an invitation to encounter Jesus while continuing life's jour-
ney. Koinonia brings the Paschal Mystery to life; the dying and rising of Christ are
experienced in a real and powerful way. The weekend consists of talks, discussions,
reflections, prayer, and liturgical celebrations. The experience is led by a team of lay
people, clergy and religious. The Koinonia Community invites you to come and expe-
rience a retreat weekend! The weekend will be held next weekend March 13-15th at
St. Aloysius Catholic Parish. The cost for the weekend is $40.00; which covers all
retreat materials and meals. For more information please contact Betsy Vogt @ 217-
320-1818 or ElizabethB.Vogt@gmail.com.

A Pilgrimage of Hope... A Pilgrimage to Italy. Join Fr. George on a 10 day pilgrim-
age to Italy from October 5-15, 2026. Highlights include visiting the Vatican Muse-
ums, joining other pilgrims from around the world for an audience with His Holiness,
the Pope (subject to the Holy Father’s schedule and health). Visiting the birthplace of
St. Aloysius, and the shrine of St. Aloysius. Also a visit to the birth place of St. Fran-
cis Cabrini. The pilgrimage features daily Mass, first-class hotels, private luxury trans-
portation, professional guides, and all admission fees. Cost is $4,995.00 per person
(includes round-trip airfare, taxes, meals, and more). For details or to register, vis-

it Holy Land Tours LLC @ holylandtoursllc@gmail.com or Jiryis Alyateem @1-503-
866-5698. Registration is due by June 30, 2026.

A note from the music director... During the Lenten season, we will switch to
using the chant mass parts, which can be found beginning with #837 in the Breaking
Bread. Choir rehearsals for Holy Week and Easter Sunday will commence soon. Look
for an official rehearsal schedule in the bulletin in upcoming weeks.

Knights of Columbus Council #4175... Be sure to visit the best Fish Fry in town
this Lenten Season! The Knights of Columbus in Devereaux Heights has fantastic
food for your Fridays from 4:30 -7:00pm.

St. Aloysius Catholic Church: A Discipleship Parish

Parish Calendar... Please let the parish
office know of events, meetings, etc. for
the church calendar to avoid scheduling
conflicts. This includes the church base-
ment.

Thank you... The advertisements that
appear in this bulletin completely defray
all publishing costs which the church
would otherwise incur. Please patronize
the sponsors on the back of this bulletin
and thank them for their kind generosity.

St. Aloysius Prayer Chain... If you
have a special intention or someone
whom you would like prayers offered
please email Mrs. Vikki Warren...
whomper5@aol.com

Stewardship ... Gracious and loving
, God, we understand that
“ f) # youcallus to be stew-
" g ards of your abundance,
= the caretakers of all you
& = have entrusted to us.
W™ Help us to use your gifts
= Wisely and to share them
generously. May our
faithful stewardship be the hallmark of
our discipleship, a visible sign of our
commitment to Christ. We pray with
grateful hearts, in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Mass
Intentions

March 9 Lenten Weekday

March 10 Lenten Weekday
8:20am Steve Tapocik +

March 11 Lenten Weekday
7:00am  Annette Raffa+

March 12 Lenten Weekday
7:00am  All Souls +

March 13 Lenten Weekday
8:20am All Grandparents
March 14 Lenten Weekday

March 15 Fifth Sunday of Lent
Sat 4:00pm All Parishioners +

Sun7:00am Frank & Judy Tucker+

Sun11:00am Virginia Fortich+




Around the Church

Prayer Warriors are welcome to pray in front of Springfield
Planned Parenthood 601 N. Bruns Lane. For more infor-
mation... www.springfieldrtl.org.

Sign up to receive diocesan pro-life newsletter... Stay
__rooted in the Gospel of Life and connected to

¢ pro-life efforts across our diocese. Get quarter-
: ly updates on prayer opportunities, formation,
advocacy, and human dignity issues, no fund-
raising, ever. Sign up today! Scan the QR code.

On Thursday, March19, join thousands of pro-life advocates at
the lllinois Pro-Life Mass and March. We begin at
10:00am with Mass at the Nelson Center, celebrated by Bish-
op Thomas John Paprocki and concelebrated by bishops and
priests from across the state. Register now for the Mass by
going to dio.org. After the Mass, there will be a rally at the
capitol at 1:00pm with guest speakers, and then a march
around the capitol at 2:00pm.

The Chosen Season Five... Episodes]-4. St. Cabrini Par-
ish will present season 5 of the series, “The Chosen”on Sun-

days at 2:00pm in the conference room of the parish hall. This
season will be shown in two parts. Episodes1-4 will be shown
now-March 15 and episodes 5-8 will be shown later this year.
The theme is “The Table is Set”and focuses on the Last Sup-
per.

The Dominican Sisters of Springfield... the public is in-
vited to a series of Brown Bag lunches offered at Sacred Heart
Convent in February and March. The noontime events sched-
uled for March 10 will apply principles of Catholic social teach-
ing to timely challenges facing us today. The events are free;
preregistration is requested for ample seating. Register at:
springfieldop.org/event/. For more information call (217) 787-
0481.

Covenant Network Catholic Radio... Catholic Radio pro-
grams include Catholic teaching, prayers, and call-in pro-
grams. You can listen on a smart speaker, tell Alexa to play
Covenant Network Catholic Radio, on our App, Covenant
Network, online at OurCatholicRadio.org, or on your local
Catholic radio station, AM 1080 and 92.7 FM.

Pope Leo's March Prayer Intentions. For disarmament
and peace Let us pray that nations move toward effective dis-
armament, particularly nuclear disarmament, and that world
leaders choose the path of dialogue and diplomacy instead of
violence. Did you know that the Pope sets a schedule of
monthly prayer intentions for his world wide prayer network-
which is all of us! You can find the schedule here https://
www.usccb.org/prayers/ popes-monthly-intentions-2026.

Thank you to everyone that attended our recent Lenten Par-
ish Mission. We are reminded that we are all encouraged to be
a light for others, especially as we prepare for the resurrection
of Jesus.

A playpen will be placed in the vestibule of the church next
weekend. (March 14-15) The Springfield Pregnancy
Care Center needs these baby items in our playpen collec-
tion... Diapers (newborn or preemie) baby wipes, preemie,
newborn up to 3 month clothing/sleepers, pacifiers, baby
spoons, sippy cups, Baby wash, lotion, and shampoo. Thank
you for your generosity!

You are 1nv1ted to Lenten Day of Recollection in
' memn Springfield. Through conferences and per-
| sonal prayer time, this Lenten Day of Re-
| flection on Sunday, March 22 at the Villa

oi)epgf

| Maria Retreat Center on Lake Springfield
| will help you to contemplate on and to ex-
o “5% perience more deeply the infinite and ten-
der love of Christ for all of humanity. It will also help you
prepare for Holy Week and Easter. Arrival is at 2:00pm, and
it concludes at 7:00pm. The day includes conferences, ado-
ration, time for prayer, the Rosary, confession, and dinner.
The cost is $25. Register by March 15 at dio.org/events.

Bereavement Ministry... Grief Share Cathedral Parish
will be hosting Grief Share, a weekly, faith based, grief sup-
port group. If you, or someone you know, would like help
and encouragement after the death of a spouse, child, family
member, or friend, please join us beginning Tuesday, March
3, 1:00-2:30pm in the Cathedral School Library. (Enter
through the atrium doors off 5th street parking lot) Grief
Share runs for 13 weeks, but guests may join the series at
any point and can pick up content they missed during the
next cycle. For go to https://www.griefshare.org/ or contact
Berni Ely @ 899-6637 or jackandberni96@yahoo.com To
register call 217/522-3342 or email Vicki at vcomp-
ton@cathedral.dio.org.

Triumph of the Heart... Cathedral will be showing the
powerful true story of St. Maximilian Kolbe who chose sac-
rifice over survival and love over hate in his final days in
the Auschwitz death camp. Fr. Kolbe volunteered to die in
place of a fellow prisoner, then spent his final days minis-
tering to the other condemned men in the starvation cham-
ber. This film is not suitable for young children. Sunday,
March 15 @ 2:00 in the Cathedral Atrium. FREE

Stewardship Reflection... March 8, 2026. The Third
Sunday of Lent. “Everyone who drinks this water will be
thirsty again.” JOHN 4:13 Jesus reminds us that material
things, even something as basic as water, can never satisfy
us over the long run. When we build our lives around mate-
rial possessions we will always want more, and no amount
will ever satisfy our desire. True joy and peace only come
when we follow Jesus — when we become more “God-
centered” and less “self centered.”

Extended Confessions at the Cathedral for Lent ...
Mon-Friday 4:15 - 5:00pm Saturdays 9:00 -10 am/ 2:30-
3:30pm, and Sundays 4:00 - 4:45 pm.

St. Aloysius Catholic Church: A Discipleship Parish



March 8, 2026 Written by

Third Sunday of Lent FarTHEUL

Ex17:3-7| Rom 5:1-2, 5-8 | Jn 4:5-42

GROW AS A DISCIPLE | prAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE
As the Israelites wandered in the desert, Moses heard their
cries and recognized their deeper need, not simply for
water, but for hope. And so Moses calls upon the Lord, who
gives them water in the desert, revealing his trustworthi-
ness. In the big and little ways that we ask the same ques-
tion - “Is the Lord in our midst or not?” - our loving and
generous Father reminds us that he has not abandoned us
and that his goodness will ultimately prevail. It’s easy to
become disgruntled like the Israelites when there is great
pain and suffering around us. But through the ways that we
care for one another and the peace that we find in prayer,
the Father reminds us that he stands with us, granting us
sustenance and grace.

GO EVANGELIZE

PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT

When Christ told the woman at the well that those who
drink the water he gives will never thirst again, she thought
he was offering literal water. Christ was instead revealing
his own identity as the Son of God. This woman, who hears
the words of Christ and knows God’s promise of a Messiah,
is filled with hope as she comes to recognize that the Lord
indeed was in her midst. And I find it interesting that when
she told people in town of her encounter with Christ, she
told them of how he saw the mistakes of her past. Jesus
loved her, and called her to step into the fullness of who
she could be by turning away from the past that she clung
to. We live in a world where we have very real physical
needs, like the Israelites who thirsted, and the need to be
seen in love, like the Samaritan woman. Ultimately, at the
core of both of these needs is the desire for the hope that
only God can give. When we serve our neighbors and look
upon others with love, we can also be the vessel through
which the presence of God is made known.

WITNESS

In our world, people are constantly asking the question,
“Is the Lord in our midst or not?” Reflect on one way that
you can share the Good News of the Gospel through word
or action to make the presence of God known to those in
your community.
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We thanR St. Aloysius Faith Community
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TROY A. WASHKO, CPA

Tax PREPARATION & ACCOUNTING SERVICES

522-3300
1924 E Sangamon Ave.

(across from Sangamon Center North)
Parishioner
{.washko(@ lroywashkocpa.com * www.lrovwashkocpa.com

HELPING YOU ]
SAY GOODBYE
with dignify & veqpedt:

g 2 Butler

FUNERAL HOMES
ND CREMATION TRIBUTE CENTER
: ; Fax:(217) 789-0882
1899 E. Sangamon Ave. Springfield, L
www.chinastard8.com

vices,

for supporting these generous sponsors who m
Kindly thank them in person when you d

i MSI ). BURTIE |RESIDENTIAL A
A COMMERCIAL
ﬂémm #1h WIRING

Hall Rental for

Business Meetings, =
Luncheons, Weddings TONY’S
BINGO Electric
on 1
Wednesday Nights at Senaes:
CARITAS HALL
9 & Converse
— TRENCHING —
FOR INFORMATION
Phone: 528-5740 522-5349
kofc4175.com 1304 GRIFFITHS
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_ Eliminate the uncertainty and financial
burden with the Staab Family & Associates.
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Honoring Life-

Contact us for your personal visit to Plan Ahead.
217.528.6461 or visit StaabFuneralHomes.com

Springfield ¢ Sherman

ADVERTISE
HERE

Promote your Business
AND Support your Parish.

April Paprocki
apaprocki@diocesan.com
612-867-9831

é EWTN.COM/RADIO
A

|
Global
Catholic
Radio

Wayne Shures
Owner

528-9700
750 E Linton

(Behind Burger King
on south 6th)

Auto Service

COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE

catholicmatch

® |

|
|

linois |
|

Conner Byrne

Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will

For further information,
please call the parish office.
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